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replaced by the parades and meetings of the new
order, their images superseded by pictures and
statues of communist gods.

There is no place in the world where hero wor-
ship is preached and practiced as it is in Russia
today. One of the most thriving and prosperous
industries in the U.S.S.R. is the manufacture of
effigies and statues of Lenin, Stalin, Karl Marx,
and many lesser prophets. These are produced by
the millions, from life-sized ones to those of
smaller dimensions, and they are placed not only
in all public buildings and parks, but also in all
homes.

Right now Stalin's busts and pictures are greatly
predominant. On my recent trip, in Tiflis, the birth-
place of Stalin, I visited a huge new building which
is called the museum of arts. With the exception
of one statue each of Lenin, Marx, and a few others,
all the walls of the building were hung with paint-
ings depicting the life of Stalin from his childhood
to the present day. From his biographies and from
stories of his past and present life, he can hardly
be visualized as a saint or saintly; but in those
paintings the communist artists tried and managed
to picture him as saintly and Christlike, Through
all stages of his life he is portrayed as a high type